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Vineyards By County in Texas



Texas Department of Agriculture 
(TDA)

• Grants & Loans
- Young Farmer Grant 
- Agricultural Loan Guarantee Program
- STAR FUND

• Downtown Revitalization
• Rural Business Development
• Wine Marketing – Go TEXAN, 75% Texas grapes
• Pesticide Regulations



- Matching grant 
up to $20,000

- Highly 
competitive

- Offered twice a 
year





STAR Fund



Texas Department of Agriculture 

(TDA)
• Regulates pesticide use
• Testing
• Issues certification
• Enforcing agency

Pesticide Use

Texas A&M griLife Extension
• Pesticide training
• Continuing education for CEUs

Texasagriculture. gov



Go Texan. – since 1999
GO TEXAN is the Texas 
Department of Agriculture’s 
licensed marketing program that 
assures consumers what they are 
buying is truly made in Texas. It’s 
widely recognized certification 
mark represents the diverse 
collection of businesses across 
the state of Texas.

97% of Texans look for Texas 
made products 





Texas Agritourism Act, 2015
REQUIRED SIGNAGE for events (harvest, planting, 
picnics, etc)

Passed in 2015, the Texas Agritourism Act 
(the Act), states that an agritourism entity 
is not liable to any person for injuries or 
damages to an agritourism participant 
injured on agricultural land if, before the 
activity, the landowner posts required 
signs or obtains from the participant a 
signed, written agreement containing 
required language. 



Financial Assistance
NRCS offers voluntary programs to eligible landowners 
and agricultural producers to provide financial and 
technical assistance to help manage natural resources in 
a sustainable manner.  Through these programs the 
agency approves contracts to provide financial assistance 
to help plan and implement conservation practices that 
address natural resource concerns or opportunities to 
help save energy, improve soil, water, plant, air, animal 
and related resources on agricultural lands and non-
industrial private forest land.





Grape Acreage Survey

Knowledge is Power





FSA



Anthony Ruiz



Alcohol & Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau 
(TTB) 
US Dept. of Treasury
ttb.gov

• Approve Wine Business Permits

• Labels

• Alcohol Production and Distribution

• Federal Excise Tax

• Approves American Viticulture Areas



Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ)

Tceq.texas.gov

Regulates
& 

Protects



Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
tabc.state.tx.us

Winery Permits and Licenses – can grant, refuse, suspend or cancel
Enforces Alcohol Laws 
Collects Excise Tax Reports
Approves and Regulates Labeling

Texas Comptroller
comptroller.texas.gov



Resources



• Legislative Advocate 

• Annual Educational Events

• Annual Conference & Trade Show

• Grape Camp

• Networking Opportunities

• Promotional Activities

Texas Wine & Grape Growers 

Association (TWGGA)

txwines.org



REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

High Plains: 
Texas Artisan Vineyards Co-op
High Plains Winegrowers

Gulf Coast: 
Gulf Coast Winegowers Association

Hill Country:  
Texas Wine Growers
Texas Hill Country Wineries

North Texas: Cross Timbers Grape & Wine Assoc.
North Texas Wine Country



American Journal of Enology & Viticulture

Unified Wine & Grape Symposium 

asev.org
asev-es.org



Educational Programs for the Texas Wine 
Industry 



WEBSITES      PURPOSE

Winegrapes.tamu.edu AgriLife Ext. Viticulture & Enology

Grapes.extension.org Community Extension Page

websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov NRCS Soil Survey

soiltesting.tamu.edu AgriLife Ext Soil & Water Testing Lab

texaset.tamu.edu Irrigation Scheduling 

ngr.ucdavis.edu National Grape Registry

fps.ucdavis.edu Foundation Plant Services 

agrian.com Pesticide Labels



Must Reads…



General 
Viticulture

Viticulture
Volume 1 & 2

Winegrape
Production 

Guide

Compendium 
of Grape 
Diseases

Grape Growers 
Handbook



Trade Magazines

Wines & VinesWine Business 
Monthly

American 
Vineyard

The Grapevine

Txwinelover.com
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Soil, Water, and Petiole Testing

soiltesting.tamu.edu



plantclinic.tamu.edu

Now accepting samples for virus testing



Commonly Used Nurseries

Womack Nursery (TX)

Double AA (NY)

Sunridge (CA

Novavine (CA)

Wonderful (CA)

GuiIllaume (CA)

Inland Desert (WA)

Ison’s (GA)





Texas A&M University System

11 Universities

8 Agencies



Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

250 County Offices

900 Professional Educators 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service works daily to make Texas
better by providing innovative solutions at the intersection of
agriculture, natural resources, youth and health, thereby
improving the well-being of individuals, families, businesses
and communities through education and service.



Fran Pontasch
Gulf Coast
fmpontasch@tamu.edu

David Appel, Ph.D.
D-appel@tamu.edu

Sheila McBride
smcbride@tamu.edu

North Texas 
m.cook@tamu.edu

Michael 
Cook

Jim Kamas
Hill Country
j-kamas@tamu.edujscheiner@tamu.edu

Justin Scheiner, Ph.D.
North Texas & Gulf Coast  

Andreea Botezatu, 
Ph.D.
abotezatu@tamu.edu

VITICULTURE Program Specialists

ENOLOGY 

PLANT PATHOLOGY

IRRIGATIONSOIL SCIENCE

Specialists

Bri Hoge
Hill Country
Brianna.hoge@ag.tamu.edu

Pierre Helwi, Ph.D.
High Plains
pierre.helwi@ag.tamu.edu

Jake Mowrer, Ph.D.
Jake.mowrer@tamu.edu

Charles Swanson
clswanson@tamu.edu

WEED SCIENCE

Scott Nolte
Scott.nolte@tamu.edu

Danny Hillin
High Plains
dannyh@tamu.edu

mailto:fmpontasch@tamu.edu
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Technical Support

►Q & A

►Trouble shooting

►Vineyard site visits

►Winery site visits



Extension Educational Programs

► Short courses

► Workshops

► Field days

► Tailgate meetings

► Webinars 



Applied Research

►Cultivar testing

►Best practices

►Challenges

►Discovery



Viticulture & Enology Resources
►Website: winegrapes.tamu.edu

►Guides (e.g., Starting a Vineyard in Texas)

►Factsheets (e.g., Grape Variety Profile, Four Essential Tests for a New Vineyard Site)

►Texas AgriLife Extension Enology YouTube

►Social Media (Facebook, Instagram)

►Email updates by regional program specialists



winegrapes.tamu.edu


